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overlooking' Riverside Drive and the Hudson
River; but the medical and pharmacy schools
are conducted in quarters elsewhere. Colum-
bia University Press, the extension courses,
and the large'home study department exert a
wide influence beyond the limits of the cam-
pus. A building each is provided for students
with French, or Italian, or German interests.
The university also conducts research projects
of outstanding importance.
The total financial resources of the univer-
sity exceed $152,000,000; of this amount $57,-
800,000 is invested in buildings and grounds.
The university libraries contain 1,500,000
volumes. The teaching staff numbers about
2,900. The annual registration of resident
students is nearly 28,000
COLUMBHSTB, the popular name of
plants with five colored sepals and five
spurred petals. The common columbine is a
favorite garden flower and owes its name to
the fancied resemblance of the petals to the
form of doves, columba being the Latin word
for dove. The columbine is the state flower
of Colorado. In the United States several
species grow wild and are known commonly,
but erroneously, as honeysuckles.
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3 /COLUMBUS, christopher
(1451-1506), the discov-
erer of America, whose
first   expedition   to   the
New    World,    in    1492,
marks  the beginning of
the modern era, and was
an   event   of  inestimable
importance in the world's
history.    Columbus made
his discoveries under the
Spanish flag, but he was
a native of Italy, and was
born in or near  Genoa.
The correct form of his
name is Christoforo Co-
lombo.   He was carefully
educated and early in life
he developed a taste for
adventure   and   a   desire  for  geographical
knowledge.   About 1470 he came into pos-
session  of  maps   and  papers  which  con-
firmed Ms opinion that the continent of Asia
could be reached by sailing westward.    AT-
ready he had" become acquainted with the
principles of navigation and Had had "con-
siderable experience as a seaman, on voyages
to [England, the Canaries, Guinea and per-
liaps Iceland.    Por years lie worked un-
 ceasingly to gain financial support for his
enterprise. He first went to wealthy in-
dividuals in Genoa, Venice and Lisbon, and
then unsuccessfully implored the aid of King
John of Portugal. He finally went to Spain,
and for five years followed the court from
place to place, pleading his cause at every
opportunity.
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CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS
Prom a bust by an unknown sculptor, Capi-
toline Museum, Rome.
When almost disheartened by his many
reverses, he stopped at a convent, La Rabida,
where he accidentally met a well-known
mariner, whose interest was at once aroused.
A messenger was dispatched to the Spanish
court, then encamped before Granada. The
mission was successful, owing, probably
to the brilliant termination of the war
against the Moors, which ended in the fall
of their great stronghold, Granada. By the
aid of Ferdinand and Isabella, king and
queen of Spain, he was enabled to start on.
a voyage to prove his theories, and on Aug-
ust 3, 1492, his small fleet—the Nina, the
Pinta and the Santa Maria—set sail into
an unknown sea.
The modern traveler, crossing the Atlantic
in a week or so, and enjoying the comforts
of the finest hotel, can little appreciate the
perils of that voyage. Even more terrifying
than the actual dangers of -wind and wave
were the superstitious fears of the -sailors,
for in those days the unknown seas were
believed to he the abode of dreadful mon-

